7/31/69 


Dear Gary, 

Often I've though about writing in luxury outside. I feel the heatxtoday, so I'm trying 
it for the first time. In the shade, on the pool side, with a pleasant breeze, but where 
the tempaerature is till 90, it is best. But PaP©rs blow, so I'll recall first what I can of 
your letter of 7/29 and enclosures. 1811 be brief because I want to relax fiom a day that 
has not been relaxing with a little swimming before supper and then to the post office and, 

I hope, a little writing before bedtime. Because the equanil seems to enable me to sleep 
longer I am not getting my once— customary early start. I slept 8 hours lasy night but it 
doesn't feel any different. I know it is better, though. Do not worry about getting me a 
supply and do not buy it. I raised the question because I didn't know how well the detail 
men took care of your establishment. 

Your letter to Mondale is very good. It will, however, surprise me if I hear from him. 

I've been down that road with others, including J Hipferman and Senators better known than 
Mondale. This is not criticism. You are doing the right thing. Your letter to Paul also is 
good, and I'm glad to know some of the things Dave has been up to. However, I would break! 
it off there with Paul. The risk is to alienate him. You have told him enough. 

I am sending you only copies of my correspondence with the baddie. Bud knows about it and 
has seen some of the letters. Please say nothing, to anyone, under any circumstances. You 
should not have to be reminded how thin this ice is. I welcome suggestions, however. 

The Archives stuff requires no explanation, 1 hope. I t hink this long, painful and costly 
labor is getting to where it may yield something and f hope no one louses it up. 

Your hope for Penn was wishful thinking. The enclosures should say enough. He is sick. 

Mary's reflection to me of her attitude to Boxley is not consistent with your presumption. 

Dhe goes so far as to say he was never with the agency, that he maue that up to hide his 
period of alo6holisra. 

On Patsy, agreed. It is also worth the risk when there is doubt because our alternatives 
are so limited. Also, there is sometimes a plus in letting them know. Never overlook the 
possibility. Several times I have used my phone effectively. 

Garrisons try it by mail. Ask him for what you want. If he wants to help you, there is 
no problem* He has women in the office who can do the copying. You do not reflect the necessary 
basic understanding of the man, his flexible ehtics and morals, if any, and his illness. The 
presence of others is not material, nor is their absence. Let him feel lonely for a while, but 
he has enough sycophants locally available. Do you need anything else to estimate his integrity 
when he hasn't paid my expenses byt has funds for others to visit him? He did, indeed, make 
a promise to stay out beginning immediately, which was before, the Shaw trial. Vince, Bud and 
I talked this over on the way down, Vince proposed it, saying he should evote himself entirely 
to getting re-electedyAnd he agreed. Phis was also intended to cushion the great blow to his 
ego. You cannot imaging how great that really was last December, when he suddenly realized 
how utterly terrible his own judgement had been and how everyone he had trusted had sold 
him out. I saved him from the most public disbarment in history, as Moo even confessed. Vince's 
account is partly wrong and partly based on his absence when I leit. It is not in any sense 
true that he didn't know why I wasn(t there. I phoned him and Maggie before leaving and told 
each that I had to and why. His conscience, I fear, impels him to misrepresent this, and in 
what you have told me he has. Remember his saying I asked him to beg oi Maggie for me? I merely 
told him that my feeling was I could do more good elsewhere but that I didn't have the funds 
to maintain myself there. If the critics wanted me there, then they'd have to make it possible. 

I made it clear I would stay there out of a 3ense of responsibility only, that I was convinced 
I could put the time to better use. But I also wanted no later accusations against me for not 
being there. My funds were so short that when I was last there I didn't have a meal tojwhich 
I wasn't tre a ted. My breakfasts were a ten-cent pie and the office ugh passing for coffee, etc. 

I went there after cancelling my reservations when four of the lawyers asked me on a conf erence- 
phone set up from the NOAV, and two of them met me at the airport, not an investigator. They 
found truth unpleasant, but was I to sugaroaat before the trial, when they were preparing for 
it? My predictions were presise, and I was specific in pointing out how and why they would lose 


the case. Point by pojnt I was right® They knew it then. They were locked in. This is why I 
specified I insisted I be listened to (not followed), for without that it was a futility. 

However, they really believed I would be back after the Halleck hearing, and they so told me, 
especially Moo and Alcock. I assured them I had no such intention except under the specified 
circumstances. Can you imagine what Jim then felt and said? But, before leaving I did prepare 
them for cross-examination of the predictable defense witnesses, including with copies of 
Post Mortem, which they msed, references to specific parts of my published writing, whic h 
they used, and by phone to Moo during the trial. This was not something that imvolved personal 
feeling either way. It was doctrinal. I would not return without prepayment of my expenses and 
assurances they would listen to me. They actually had me seated at the prosecution table and 
to the end never removed me from that list* I was actually said to have been there during the 

trial because of this. What Vince does not know, and don’t tell him, is the personal attitude 

toward him. Save for Jim there is no single exception* They dislike him and what he says. It 
is both personal and political. When he finally left in December they forced him out of town. 

I was there. He was refusing to leave. They did it diplomatically, but they would have put 
him in the plane by force if necessary. Matt and I took him to the plane. 

The only good reason you have given me for going there is pleasure. That is a good reason. 
However, I fear the consequences of any encouragement , no matter how indirect and unintended. 

You just cannot imagine how Jim’s mind works. But, if you think he wants to cooperate, ask 
hi m for what you want. The ^olden file is nothing. I have what is of any possible consequence 
from it and other sources. If there were anything in it I* d stopxand send you copies. You can 
go over it when you are here. I haven’t even classified it. I copied only a few pages from the 
proceedings. It is something he can safely copy and safely mail. Askforit but do not say 
what you know or suspect. It is, as I recall, merely the public record. Mark never even 

wrote a memo. He was sent for propaganda for him, no riling else. And nobody in the office 

knew or hdd a record of the names he is supposed to have provided. Bud went over the files and 
picked out what he wanted. So dmd Jones Harris and Turner, to my observation. Bud alsoxhas 
his own file on Bolden. He is not in the office much. He is writing a book (not on this)xiand 
must finish it. He got a nice advance. You cannot, accurately, speak of Garrison’s "investigation 
for in meaningful terms there was no such thing. This is the only reason I had to go there, and 
it is when I realized this that I started going there whenever I could. I have no reason to 
believe there is dependable material on those things cited by Schmitt and I shudder to t h i n k 
of the possibility of some of what I have seen being believed. And used. 

And, frankly, I shudder to think of Fred dealing with Bradley. H is like the canary 
cohabitating with the cat. Burton was a minor . I believe no action against him was possible 
anyway. Garrison is immune and through him Jaffe. Of course Bradley has much information on 
those who framed him (and with it Jim and us). They were suing each other at the time. Art 
Kevin has a competent and complete rundown on all of them* I gave this to Louis immediately. I 
have a dub of the tape. When you are here, if you’d like, you can copy it. Do you think those 
radical— right nuts will drop a case they think they have against any "liberals" on Fred’s 
persuasion/ You know their kind better. In any -such suit you always throw in more than you 
think you have for the effect. I would like to be able to examine the papers* I have not 
seen them. I think I can get the SD committee off the hook, but do not say anything about this. 

I now do not want even them to know. The unfortunate thing is that I kept warning them, t akin g 
much time to do it, and even went out there to try and inform them on this and other things. Go 
back over my letters before the IO/68 trip and you’ll see I told you my real purposes. Mean- 
while, the committee has not met its financial commitment, has not paid for the books they 
got and at least some of which they sold, has not returned a copy of PM III and does not 
answer letters. Be careful how you trybto convince Fred of their innocence until you know 
the facts. They may not be, which is not the same as saying they shou,d not be defended 
successfully or should nit be. I will do what I can, and without their knowledge, wo rk ing 
around them, am trying. But their personal behavior lias been deplorable. The file is tbpenxto 
you whenever you are here. Remember, ^@orge is also the son of a friend I prize highly© 

If I failed to comment on anything or on the enclosures, ask me. Supper time. Best, 


